
July 18, 2021 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
…he saw a great crowd; he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd.  Mark 6:34

 

Dear Friends; 

 

Not too long ago actor and Catholic activist Martin Sheen was being interviewed. He was asked about what he thought of 

the political divisions and polarized leadership in our country. He responded by saying that as a country “We have 

forgotten that we serve ourselves best when we think of others first.” This is certainly an attitude that is rooted in our 

Scripture readings today.  

 

The image of “shepherd” was applied to the leaders of ancient Israel, particularly the kings. A shepherd that is worth 

anything lives day in and day out with the sheep. He bonds with them and knows them intimately and each one by name. 

He protects them from predators. The shepherd leads the sheep to places where there is sufficient nourishment and safety. 

 

In our first reading from the Prophet Jeremiah (23:1-6), the prophet is irritated that the new king has sold out the future of 

the country by becoming a vassal (that is a subservient ally) to Egypt. The new king surrounds himself with only those 

prophets who tell him what he wants to hear. The king is trying to hold onto the status of the ruling class while ignoring 

the danger to the people. It is the mistake of thinking care for the elite will trickle down to the poor and average citizen. 

 

In response Jeremiah prophesies that God the true Shepherd of Israel, will raise up a faithful successor to King David. 

God’s people need to know God’s will. They do not need prophets telling them feel-good messages that make the prophet 

and king popular. The people of God need courageous leaders to look reality square in the face rather that engage them in 

spin, deception and false narratives. True prophets live dangerous lives because many want to be told lies that comfort. 

They react violently to those who disturb their self-induced narrative of denial. 

 

Last week, we heard that Jesus sends off his disciples in pairs to announce the Good News, expel demons and heal the 

sick. This week they have returned and Jesus wants to hear all about it, as well as give them time to recuperate from their 

arduous journey. But so many are seeking out Jesus—wanting healing, help, direction and understanding—that Jesus and 

the disciples are not even able to rest and eat.  

 

Middle Eastern culture requires that visitors always be welcomed and food shared with them. So Jesus suggests they grab 

some food, get into the boat, and go somewhere out of the way. But the crowd gets drift of the plan and beat Jesus and his 

crew to the place they were going.  When Jesus goes ashore he sees the throngs of people. His first thought was not about 

himself and the disciples. He looks out on the crowd and has compassion for them. The word “pity” is a weak translation 

of the Greek which says “compassion.” The word compassion in Greek is related to the word for “womb.” The connection 

Jesus feels is like the connection of a mother to her child in the womb. This is the Good Shepherd who thinks first of the 

sheep. 

 

“I am the shepherd of the sheep, says the Lord. I search. To search is who I am. I am the one who wanders, the great 

walking one, the one who sleeps in the cold and culls the burrs out of their wool. Yes, I know—they cannot be 

recommended for intelligence. This is a small brain we are talking about. But I am their shepherd. They are the objects of 

my love. I take them in my arms, my tired arms, my bleeding arms. They are more to me than rest and beauty and food 

and light—my own, my flock, my creation. And I love them.” Miriam Pollard OCSO 

 

Peace,     

Fr Ron                  
This letter is available on line/Esta carta está en el sitio web: anne.church 


